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DIVISION 43:  WATER AND RIVERS COMMISSION - 
Question:  Hon Dee Margetts asked:  Outcome:  Protection and Enhancement of the quality of the State’s 
Surface and Groundwater, Output 5:  Water Protection Policies, Guidelines and Regulation (p710) and Output 
6:  Water Resource Information, Protection Plans and Works (p712) 

With regard to the disposal of domestic wastewater at the Katanning Wastewater Treatment Plant, has there 
been an allocation from the budget for 2002/03 to prevent secondary treated wastewater from contaminating 
waterways and if so how much has been allocated; 

(a) If not, why not? 

(b) What action has been taken against the Water Corporation to ensure that this contamination with 
domestic wastewater of the tributary of the Pinwernying Creek which flows into Lake Ewlyamartup 
does not continue? 

Answer: 

(a) There has been no allocation of resource by the Water and River Commission on this matter because 
wastewater treatment plants are licensed premises and are managed by the Department of 
Environmental Protection (DEP) under the authority of the Environmental Protection Act 1986. 

(b) Currently, the Shire reuses over 50% of treated wastewater discharged from the plant and up to 100% of 
the treated wastewater during the summer months (October to May).  The Commission advises that the 
Water Corporation propose to direct excess treated wastewater (not reused by the Shire) to a local 
landowner for storage and reuse.  In the interim, the DEP has been negotiating amended licence 
conditions with the Water Corporation to enforce zero discharge management and the Water 
Corporation proposes to cease the discharge of treated wastewater to Katanning Creek by June 2003. 

Question:  Hon Dee Margetts asked:  Outcome: Sustainable Use of Water Resources for Economic 
Development; Output 1: Water Allocation Policies (p703) and Output 2: Water Information and Allocation 
Plans for Sustainable Development (p705) 

With regard to the Water Management Committees that are being set up, would the Water and Rivers 
Commission advise: 

(a) Whether any have been set up and if so, where? 

(b) Whether there has been a budget allocation for the setting up of these committees? 

(c) What representatives if any are on these committees? 

(d) What are the powers and responsibilities of these committees? 

Answer: 

(a) No Water Resources Management Committees have been established as yet. 

(b) Some funds in the 2001/02 budget were used for consultation over the establishment of Water Resource 
Management Committees.  Budgets have been proposed in 2002/03 for the establishment of committees 
in the Whicher (Vasse Region) and Gingin/Dandaragan areas. 

(c) No appointments have been made as yet.  The Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914 sets out the 
protocols for establishing Water Resource Management Committees, including membership 
requirements.  Community input will be sought in determining the mix of membership most appropriate 
for each Committee. 

(d) Powers and responsibilities will vary according to the complexity of issues in the management area.  
The Ministerial Order to establish each committee will make reference to the powers and 
responsibilities.  A basic function of the committees will be to provide the Water and Rivers 
Commission with advice and assistance, and ensure the Commission is informed of community views.  
The committees will also have a role in assisting the Commission in the resolution of disputes about the 
use of water resources. 

Supplementary Information No 92 
Question:  Hon Bill Stretch asked:  I refer to the major policy decisions on page 701 of the Budget Statements.  
Has the framework to guide investment decisions in salinity management been developed?  I refer in particular 
to the Collie planting project that is being done in conjunction with the Forest Products Commission, the 
Department of Conservation and land management and AgWest, as mentioned on page 6 of last year’s report.  I 
would like an update on the number of hectares that have been planted and whether that project will continue.  
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How does that fit into the general framework to guide investment decisions?  . . .  So the sawlog project has not 
yet started in the Collie catchment? 
Answer:  The salinity investment framework, as developed by the State Salinity Council, is currently being 
applied to the south west agricultural zone and to the Avon Natural Resource Management (NRM) region.  
The current understanding of salinity in WA indicates that there are large areas at risk from the impacts of 
salinity and that high levels of intervention are required to control salinity.  The aim of the Salinity Investment 
Framework is to develop a strategic approach to expenditure which targets principally public assets (water 
resources, biodiversity, rural infrastructure) at risk and which can be protected.   
The application of the salinity investment framework to both the south west agricultural zone and the Avon 
Natural Resource Management (NRM) region is expected to be completed by November 2002.   
The development of a sawlog industry is a separate initiative of the Water and Rivers Commission in 
conjunction with the Forest Products Commission, Department of Conservation and Land Management, and 
Department of Agriculture.   
The aim is to establish a commercially driven sawlog industry based on farmland in the medium rainfall area in 
the south-west.  The initiative is initially focused on establishing sawlogs in water resource recovery catchments, 
such as Collie, Warren and Kent. 
In the 2001 winter 147 hectares were planted in the Warren and Kent Water Resource Recovery Catchments.  
For the 2002 winter about 200 hectares are proposed to be planted in the Warren River catchment and a further 
200 ha in the Kent River catchment.   
The acceptance of the sawlogs initiative in the Collie Water Resource Recovery Catchment has been limited to 
date.  However it is expected once the evaluation of viable management options for returning Wellington 
Reservoir (Collie River) to drinking water levels is completed there will be significant take up of the sawlog 
initiative. 
 


